



P.O. Box 563 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 
(601) 545-8789 



May 23, 1982 



Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 
Frederick, Md 21701 



Dear Harold: 

I'm sorry for the long delay in answering your questions. My research 
on this entire project began just last year, and I've been working night 
and day trying to catch up. 

I've been back to New Orleans several times to interview some of 
the people who met Oswald in the summer of 1963 . There were certain 
events that I remember vividly, and I wanted to compare my recollections 
with those of others. 

I have also been trying to obtain films from the National Archives. 

I wanted to get a copy of the WDSU footage to see what scenes might 
be missing. But you know, they won't make a copy for me unless I obtain 
written permission from WDSU! The station was sold several years ago 
and the news staff has changed since 19 63 . I'm having trouble obtaining 
that letter. This burns me up because if it had not been for my making 
six copies of the original WDSU film, the Archives might not have a 
copy at all! 

Your discovery of the Martin/Doyle films was brilliant. I learned 
about it from Earl Golz . I had heard rumors about the Canal Street 
films for years , but I knaw that no local news cameramen or reporters 
were on the scene there. 

I have tried to obtain a copy of the Doyle film from Doyle, but he 
seems to have dreams that "60 Minutes" will call him up some day to offer 
a million dollars for the original, so he's not giving out any copies. 

I tried getting a copy from the FBI but they said they don't have 
any film by "Martin" and they are no longer giving out copies of the 
"Doyle" footage. They also said that they "can't find" the WWL or the 
WDSU footage ! 

Could I possibly trade a video tape copy of my WDSU film for a 
copy of your Doyle and Martin films? I'll pay whatever the printing 
cost would be. My WDSU copy is intact and is exactly what went on the 
air each day the three different clips were filmed. I can give you a 



Weisberg/Rush 



2 



May 23, 1982 



Beta or VHS tape copy, and if you would like, I could still- frame some 
of the scenes to show you the frames I made still photos of back in 
1963. 

By the way, have you discovered the "4th man" in my Trade Mart 
film? You know that Oswald was there with at least two other people 
handing out leaflets , but there was a fourth young man with him that 
day. He kept his back to the camera, and I don It think he handed 
out any leaflets , but he seems to have been a friend of the V. unidentified 
young man" because they stood together, they talked to each other, and 
when the "unidentified young man" left the scene, the "4th man" walked 
off down the street with him. 

Could this be the "4th man" Oswald mentioned in CE 93? Have you 
noticed the last page of Oswald’s address book the names of "White" and 
"Steele"? Could "White" be the unidentified young man? 

Here is a list of films, recordings, and still photos that were 
made of Oswald in New Orleans (as best as I can tell). As you see, I 
shot two of the news films, and I was present when the other two were 
shot. I have no idea as to who that "older man" might have been. 



DOYLE FILM 


8mm 


Canal St. 


Aug. 9 


MARTIN FILM 


8mm 


Canal St. 


Aug. 9 


"OLDER MAN" 


stills 


Canal St . 


Aug. 9 


RUSH FILM 
(WDSU) 


l6mm 


Courthouse 


OJ 

H 

i 


RUSH FILM 
(WDSU) 


l6mm 


Trade Mart 


Aug . l6 


0" CONNER FILM 
(WWL) 


l6mm 


Trade Mart 


Aug. l6 


STUCKEY AUDIO 


35 Min. 


WDSU Radio 


Aug. 17 (only about 


INTERVIEW 






5 Min. was 
aired) 


RADIO DEBATE 


20 Min. 


WDSU Radio 


Aug. 21 


LALA FILM 
(WDSU) 


l6mm sound 


WDSU TV 


Aug. 21 



* According to Doyle 
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I have read over the interview I had with Paul Hoch and I find it to 
be quite accurate. What I'll try to do here is answer the new questions 
you asked. 

You said that Ed Planer ran my film for Jesse Core M as soon as Oswald 
figured in the Dallas news," and that the scene of Core was not in .the film 
as of 1968. I don't understand this. Ed Planer was not in the news 
department in 1963 and could not have been in a position to show the film to 
Core at that time. Someone such as Corporon, Gifford, or one of our news 
reporters could have shown the film to Core, but Planer could not have done 

it in 1963. 

Also, Planer would have no knowledge of what happened to the film 
in 1963. Within minutes after Oswald was’ picked up and the report went 
out over national radio and TV, someone in our news room quickly located 
the three different clips we had on Oswald. They were spliced together and 
aired within a couple of hours. That night we "fed" a video tape of the 
film to NBC via cable. 

I remember that I was in the WDSU news car with Jim Kemp when we first 
heard Oswald's name over NBC radio. Jim called the newsroom and talked 
to Mary Grady, our "editorial researcher." I can't remember if Mary said, 

"We already have it," or, "We're already looking for it." Jim had asked 
her about our Oswald film. Anyway, the film was found within a few minutes 
and it never left the newsroom. The video tape duplicate was made right 
away, and my six copies were made a couple of days later. 

A day or so after the assassination, I asked John Corporon if I 
could take the original film to Pan American to have copies made. He agreed. 
I hand-carried the film and ordered three negatives and three positives . The 
theory was that if the positive and the original became scratched over the 
years, the negatives would survive. 

I took one positive and one negative for myself. My positive has some 
scratches, but my negative has never been unrolled. What I have is exactly 
what went on the air originally. 

It is possible that the original film went back to the lab several 
other times and that at some point scenes were removed. This is why I 
wanted to get a copy of the Archives film. 

I have always believed in open public records and I thought that the 
making of the copies of the film and the still blowups for the feds was 
my little contribution to history (I was quite naive in 1963). 

If I remember correctly that Jesse Core was the P.R. man for the Trade 
Mart, then I believe I have a scene of him looking over one of Oswald's 
leaflets in front of the Trade Mart. 

Regarding the debate "film," there was no film taken of the debate 
itself. Bill S latter interviewed Oswald on film after the debate. Mike 
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Lala shot this, but I was standing just to the right of the camera. Something 
was wrong with Mike ! s camera that day so he used mine. You will remember that 
Oswald wrote that we made a "3-minute newsreel" of him. I remember vividly 
that he asked us after the filmed interview "how long" it had been. Mike 
told him that it was "one roll of film" which lasted "about 3 minutes." This 
was a common question and this was our standard answer. However, the film was 
edited down to about a minute that went on the air. 

Ed Butler is supposed to have filmed a "reinactment" of the debate 
some months after the assassination, but only he, Bringuier and Slatter 
were present. 

I have read that Clay Shaw witnessed the Trade Mart leafleting, but 
I know for sure that Shaw was not on the street in front of the Trade Mart. 

If he witnessed it, it might have been from a Trade Mart office window. I 
was specifically looking for Shaw that day because it was usual practice to 
shoot some film of any "high official" of any building or company that was 
being picketed. In other words, had Oswald leafleted at City Hall, I would 
have been looking for the mayor to shoot some film of his reaction. 

Regarding "outtakes", all of these were thrown away each day the 
film was shot and aired. This was common practice at WDSU. It is remotely 
possible that someone at WWL saved their outtakes, but I don't see why they 
would have done so. 

There is a chance that people have been confusing my film with Mike 
0* Conner* s film over the years. If you see the movie "EXECUTIVE ACTION" you 
will see some of my film and some of Mike*s film spliced together. Then, 
if you later see just my film, you would think that some of the scenes are 
missing, when actually only the WWL scenes are missing. 

I don't recall how many stills I made for the feds, but 17 sounds about 
right. As I told Paul Hoch, I made only a few stills on Nov. 22, in an 
attempt to sell some to the. wire services. But I did not have a good 
close-up of Oswald, so it was Mike O'Conner who sold his stills.. * 

When the feds came by the station a day or so later, 'Corporon mentioned 
my stills to them. I can't remember which, but either the SS or FBI (or 
both) wanted additional stills from the Trade Mart film. They said they 
wanted to try to identify the "people with Oswald." I was surprised that these 
agencies apparently didn't have the facilities to make the blowups themselves. 

I selected about six or seven different movie frames and made all my 
blowups from them. So, I made 17 blowups from only about six or seven 
different frames. In other words I made some duplicates rather than 17 
different blowups of 17 different frames. 

I just recently found a small 4X5 blowup that I remember printing 
back in 1963. It was one of my "rejects" because it was fuzzy and didn't 
show faces very well. 
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It seems as if those "17" stills I made got passed around all over 
the place. Three of them turned up in the Warren books with Bringuier's 
name and Pizzo's name connected to them. 

I have no idea if Mike O’Conner gave any blowups to the feds (except 
for that one that is published in the Warren Report). I assume that they 
went to see him at WWL, but I've never checked this out. 

So, I hope I have been of some help. Please let me know if I could 
get a copy of the Martin and Doyle films. 

Also, I would like to buy copies of your books. I've got only the 
original "WHITEWASH" published by Dell. Let me know what else you have 
and what you would charge for copies . 

Let me know if I can provide you with any other information. As far 
as my "point of view" is concerned, it has changed many times over the 
years. But I'm really just now getting started on some serious research. 

I am not very impressed with Penn Jones. When I met him in Dallas last 
November, he had an 18 year old girl friend. I know a lot of men who would 
say there were two dozen gunmen in Dealey Plaza if they could attract an 
18 year old girl friend! 

When I got back to my motel room that night, abound midnight, the 
phone rang and the man at the desk said I had a call. When he put the 
call through there was only breathing on the other end, then they hung 
up. I called my wife back here in ..Hattiesburg and learned that someone 
had just called her to find out where I was staying in Dallas . She gave 
them my motel number. That night I placed all my luggage up against the 
door and windows. I didn't sleep very well that night. The next day 
I got to thinking that I had given out my name and home phone to several 
researchers, so one of them was probably just checking to be sure I was 
who I said I was. I guess all that is called paranoia! 
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